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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it exceeds the 150 word limit. Correction is 
required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

4 
< 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the 

rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

1. Claims 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 14, 15, 16, 23, 25, and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Gyure et al (US 5,665,075). 

Claim 1: Gyure et al disclose in Figure 2 a needle hub (28) having a needle (21), a collar (41) rotatably 
mounted about needle hub, and a needle sheath (37) removably attached to the collar. 
Claim 2: Gyure et al disclose in Figure 1 a housing (45) connected to the collar (41) that is pivotable to a 
position substantially in alignment along a longitudinal axis. 

Claim 3: Gyure et al disclose in Figure 2 a syringe (70) having a luer end (77). Gyure et al also disclose in 
columns 8-9, lines 45-36 the housing having internal splines coactable with a catch on the hub to facilitate 
separating the hub from the syringe. 

Claim 4: Gyure et al disclose in Figure 2a needle sheath (37) comprising a spline (40) that fits into a hub 
slot (34), wherein the hub is rotatable with rotation of the sheath. 
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Claim 6: Gyure et a] disclose in Figure 2 a hub comprising a distal and proximal end, the distal portion 
comprising arms (31) which coact with the sheath spline, and flanges (32) extending from the proximal 
portion, and a catch (34) which coacts with the housing. 

Claim 7: Gyure et al disclose in Figure 2 a hub with a luer end on the proximal part (30), and a proximal 
neck from which the needle (21) extends. 

Claim 8: Gyure et al disclose in Figure 3 a collar with at least one protrusion (43) on its interior surface 
and one finger to engage with the sheath. 

Claim 14: Gyure et al disclose in Figure 2 a hub comprising a distal and proximal, the distal portion 
comprising arms (31) which coact with the sheath spline, and flanges (32) extending from the proximal 
portion, and a catch (34) which coacts with the housing. 

Claim 15: Gyure et al disclose in Figure 2 hub flanges that are beveled for fitting the collar onto. 
Claim 16: Gyure et al disclose in Figure 2 the hub having a luer end for mating with a syringe. 
Claim 23: Gyure et al disclose in Figure 2 a hub (28), a needle (21), a rotatably mounted collar (41), and a 
needle sheath (37). 

Claim 25: Gyure et al disclose in Figure 2 a hub comprising a distal and proximal end, the distal portion 
comprising arms (31) which coact with the sheath spline, flanges (32) extending from the proximal 
portion, and a catch (34) which coacts with the housing, and flanges that are beveled for fitting the collar 
onto. 

Claim 26: Gyure et al disclose in Figure 3 a collar with protrusions (43) on its interior surface that fit the 
flanges on the hub in order to connect the collar rotatably to the hub. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set 
forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 5,11, 12, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 24 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Gyure et al as modified by Landis (US 5,490,841). 

Claim 11: Gyure et al disclose in Figure 1 a housing (45) connected to the collar (41) that is pivotable to a 
position substantially in alignment along a longitudinal axis. 

Claim 12: Gyure et al disclose in Figure 3 a collar with a distal and proximal portion having protrusions 
(43) on its interior surface and fingers to engage with the sheath. 

Claim 17: Gyure et al disclose a collar rotatably mounted about a needle hub having a proximal and distal 
portion, with a needle extending form the distal portion. 

Claim 18: Gyure et al disclose in Figure 2a needle sheath (37) comprising a spline (40) that fits into a hub 
slot (34), wherein the hub is rotatable with rotation of the sheath. 

Claim 19: Gyure et al disclose in Figure 2 a syringe (70) having a luer end (77). Gyure et al also disclose 
in columns 8-9, lines 45-36 the housing having internal splines coactable with a catch on the hub to 
facilitate separate the hub from the syringe. 

Claim 20: Gyure et al disclose in Figure 2 a hub comprising a distal and proximal, the distal portion 
comprising arms (31) and flanges (32) extending from the proximal portion. 

Gyure et al disclose the claimed invention except for the housing having an off centered opening 
formed by two lips, with the first lip overlapping the second lip. Landis teaches that it is known to use a 
housing having an off centered opening formed by two lips (20 and 26), with the first lip (26) overlapping 
the second lip (20) in Figure 2 to prevent the needle from exiting the housing in the case the housing is 
rotated with respect to the base as set forth in column 2, lines 31-35. It would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the system as taught by 
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Gyure et al with a housing having an off centered opening formed by two lips, with the first lip 
overlapping the second lip as taught by Landis, since such a modification would provide the system with 
a way to prevent the needle from exiting the housing in the case the housing were rotated with respect to 
the base. [Claims 5, 21 and 28] 

3. Claims 9, 10, 13 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gyure et 
al as modified by Hollister (6,328,713). 

Gyure et al disclose the claimed invention except for the collar having a lock mechanism that 
interacts with a housing lock, wherein the collar lock is a catch member and the housing lock is an 
aperture. Hollister teaches in Figure 5 a collar (2) having a lock mechanism (38) which interacts with a 
housing lock (36) wherein the collar locks are catch members and the housing locks are apertures to 
prevent the housing from moving relative to the collar once the housing is used to cover the needle 
(column 2, lines 1-5). It would have been obvious to once having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the system as taught by Gyure et al with a collar having a lock mechanism 
that interacts with the housing locks, wherein the collar locks are catch members and the housing locks 
are apertures, as taught by Hollister, since such a modification would prevent the housing from moving 
relative to the collar once the housing is used to cover the needle. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Catherine N. Witczak whose telephone number is (571) 272-7179. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 8-5 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Kevin 
Sirmons can be reached on (571) 272-4965. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Catherine Witczak 
Junior Examiner 
Art Unit 3767 




